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having some time before purchased the Lord Frescheville's troop of horse, was very desirous to succeed him in that government also, either by purchase or favour.
February 26. A gentleman that kept the French academy in London, one Monsieur Faubert, came and desired me to direct him, if there was any method to be followed, for the saving of Count Couingsmark's life, insinuating at the same time that as he was a gentleman of a vast estate, he was sensible he could not lay it out to greater advantage than to support his innocence, and to secure him against the danger of the law in a strange country. I told him that if he was innocent, the law would acquit him, though he were a foreigner, as well as if he were a native ; but that he ought to be careful how he made any offers of that kind, it being rather the way to make a man of honour his enemy than to gain him for his friend. This was one of the first bribes of value that ever was offered me, which I might safely have gotten without discovery, and without doing much for it; but I always believed that money so gotten was no addition to what we possess, but rather the cause of its waste—male parta male delabuntur—and therefore I denied it as I ever did, and I hope shall be able to resist temptations of that nature.
February 27. The bills against the three murderers of Mr. Thynne had been found against them as principals, and against the Qount as accessory at the sessions at Hick's Hall, which had begun on the 20th of February, and ended on the 28th ; all the rest of the persons apprehended or bound over for that offence being reserved as witnesses till the trial. On the 28th they were tried at the Old Bailey, where, after a trial that lasted from nine in the morning till five in the afternoon, and a very strict prosecution by the relations of Mr. Thynne, the three were brought in principals of the said murder, and received sentence of death accordingly. The Count was